Final Minutes

RCA Board of Directors Meeting

July 25, 2005

Attendance:

	Position
	Name
	Present

	President 
	Mike Corrigan
	X

	South Lakes Director 
	Bob Haley
	X

	South Lakes Director and Treasurer
	Colin Mills
	X

	Lake Anne Director 
	John Fay
	X

	North Point Director 
	Eric Kessel
	

	North Point Director and Secretary
	Debbie Moore
	X

	Hunters Woods Director 
	Jan Bradshaw
	X

	Hunters Woods Director 
	Rod Koozmin
	X 

	At-Large Director 
	Mark Terry
	

	At-Large Director and Vice President
	Marion Stillson
	X

	At-Large Director 
	Debra Steppel
	X

	At-Large Director
	Sue Merk
	X


Agenda:

	Topic
	Disposition
	Presenters

	1
	Announcements
	Discussion
	RCA Board

	2
	Approval of June 27, 2005 Minutes
	Discussion
	RCA Board

	3
	2005 Elections Report
	Discussion
	Elections Committee

	4
	Election of 2005 – 2006 RCA Officers
	Action
	RCA Board

	5
	Review of the Town Poll results and comments
	Discussion
	RCA Board

	6
	Review and Update of Town Schedule and discussion of next steps
	Discussion
	RCA Board

	7
	Review of RCA committees and discussion of the roles of RCA board members and volunteers
	Discussion
	RCA Board

	8
	Volunteer Assistance Meeting Planning
	Discussion
	RCA Board

	9
	Agenda, Location and Time of Next Meeting
	Discussion
	RCA Board

	10
	Adjournment
	Action
	RCA Board


Agenda Topic Discussion and Disposition:

1. Announcements  

· Mike Corrigan and Marion Stillson met with Cathy Hudgins.

· There will be a meeting in September with COROL to review the RA Governance documents.

· Bob Simon made a sizable donation to RCA.

· Louise Weems, a volunteer, researched previous attempts for Reston town status going back to the 1980’s.  The early town campaign looked at town vs. county issues and it included recommended solutions.  Both reports will be added to the web site.

· Rod Koozmin will present a Reston anthem at the next meeting.

2. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as amended.

3. 2005 Elections Report 
100 ballots were cast with the following candidates elected: Mike Corrigan re-elected president; John Fay re-elected Lake Anne Director; Sue Merk re-elected At-Large Director; Rod Koozmin elected Hunter Woods Director; Colin Mills elected South Lakes Director; Debbie Moore elected North Point Director.  

Thanks to the Reston Festival for the location of our booth at this year’s event.

.

4. Election of 2005 – 2006 RCA Officers 

The following officers were unanimously elected: Marion Stillson as Vice President, Colin Mills as Treasurer and Debbie Moore as Secretary.
5. Review of the Town Poll results and comments 

· Of the 93 referendum poll entries, 58 (62%) were in favor of town status; 35 (38%) opposed and 22 (23%) need more information (some entries checked more than one position). 
See attachment for summary of poll comments.

Other points discussed as a result of the poll comments:

· Sue Merk will associate comments with email addresses so we can respond to those who made comments

· A pro bono study was conducted by George Mason University in 1995 and the 1980 study by the Council of Local Governments took the point of view that the purpose of town status is to get additional services.  We will attempt to get another study done and enlist state support for this.  The state can look at Loudoun, Albemarle and Stafford counties as well.

· Mike Corrigan spoke with the McLean Citizens Association and they are not interested in town status.

· We should update our materials to address these comments.

· Schedule more community meetings to address comments and educate others.  Dates of next community meetings are late September/early October and the RCC-Hunter Woods meeting may be in October.  
6. Review and Update of Town Schedule and discussion of next steps

Debra Steppel suggested adding on going meetings to the Draft Schedule for example, the multiple meetings with Cathy Hudgins.  Mike spoke with Beverly Cosham at RCC to set up a meeting.  Debra Steppel also suggested putting together a briefing packet for Dennis Kern’s replacement at RCC.  Marion Stillson and Bob Haley will add Castlewood to the planning schedule.
7. Review of RCA committees and discussion of the roles of RCA board members and volunteers 
All board members are encouraged to participate in a committee.  

Multicultural Aspects – The Reston Multi-cultural Festival will be held on September 17.  In recognition of Reston’s diverse population, Sue Merk will see if some of the information or pages on the RCA web site can be translated into Spanish.  In another diversity related issue, Richmond High School has higher scores among African American students than South Lakes HS – do we need to look at redistricting?

Public Safety – Gladys Longchamps is participating and needs additional volunteers.

Business development – GRCC is talking to Marion Myers.  We need to be a chartered entity to get federal grants.

8. Volunteer Assistance Meeting Planning  

Debra Steppel will help Colin Mills find someone to work with to coordinate a volunteer’s meeting/picnic.  The tentative date is September 10.  He will investigate the YMCA pavilion for this event.

9. Agenda, Location and Time of Next Meeting The next RCA board meeting was scheduled for August 22, 2005 at the Comcast Studios, from 8 to 9:30 PM.

10.  Adjournment The meeting was adjourned at 9:30PM.

Comments from the RCA Poll Participants

2005 Reston Festival

	Position
	Comments 

	Yes
	60,000 people long overdue for self government.

	Yes
	Democratic

	Yes
	Do it soon!

	Yes
	Fee should be in proportion to value of home

	Yes
	Go for it!

	Yes
	It's time

	Yes
	Long overdue.

	Yes
	Makes a lot of sense!

	Yes
	May change my decision - mail or call, thank you

	Yes
	No Brainer

	Yes
	Remove the traffic signals!

	Yes
	This should have happened 20 years ago

	Yes
	We need more control over our own affairs.

	Yes
	Would like a professional study.

	No
	After 24 years here this is the best arrangement we can have

	No
	Bad idea, Reston Association is accountable, responsive, terrific!

	No
	Extra layer of gov't. More expensive

	No
	I feel that there would not be an advantage & there are disadvantages. Thanks for asking.

	No
	I have been against town status since it first came up in the 80's

	No
	I live in Foxmill Woods - doubles my taxes but for minimum benefit!

	No
	Make it a town and Reston Parkway will soon be a strip like Elden St. (Herndon) or Maple Ave. (Vienna)

	No
	Terrible idea!

	No
	The county is doing fine.

	No
	We don't need another level of taxes - We're getting enough service from Fairfax County.

	Don't Know
	Disposition of covenants; cost-benefit not clear. Would need to see these [covenants] disappear.

	Don't Know
	First time I have heard of this

	Don't Know
	I will read up!

	Don't Know
	In favor. Concerns - 1. Tax, 2. School 

	Don't Know
	No response - Provided address for more info

	Don't Know
	What about RA, etc.? I work for them.

	Don't Know
	Will we have another tax level?

	Don't Know
	Would like to be more informed - pro/cons


RCA Visitability and Accessibility Committee 

Report by Marion Stillson, July, 2005

I have a wonderful new associate, Michael Barrett. Recently retired from the Justice Department, he litigated housing matters under the Fair Housing Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act. He loves to inspect properties for compliance, and has offered to do so informally for us.

Anyone who would like to read his initial report, please let me know. I am summarizing it here, not because it’s long, but because the legal assumptions need to be spelled out.

I asked him to check out the St. Johns Wood Apartments in North Point, because our initial investigation suggested they are NOT accessible, as a Virginia-wide “accessible apartment” site advertises. Michael confirmed that they are not accessible, and so are probably guilty of false advertising. They were built before the Fair Housing Act applied. The ADA is probably not applicable to this particular complex. How ironic, and sad, that the ONLY apartments described in Reston as accessible on the afore-mentioned site, aren’t. 

Michael looked at a couple of other multi-family buildings and found them lacking, also.  Even some of the high-rises in Town Center raise red flags for him. 

He suggested that someone with legal standing should sue in federal court.  Damages can eventually be recovered. RCA probably has standing only because our goal is an accessible community, compliant with the law. This is a thin reed on which to rest standing. However, an organization that PLACES clients in housing has much more reliable standing to sue. 

I thought of Reston Interfaith. It places clients. If we become a town, the town and Interfaith could work together to sue miscreants, wherever we find them in Reston.  Even if we don’t become a town, RCA could work with Reston Interfaith in the same way (but not until the work load of resTOWN is way down!)

#

