RCA Board Meeting Minutes—July 24, 2006

1. Agenda:  The draft agenda was adopted with one change—Member comment added to beginning of meeting.


-Announcements:  VP Marion Stillson handed out recent Connection story “A Stand on Density” reporting on resolution of RA Environmental Action Committee in favor of retaining Reston’s cap on residential development.  The committee objected to additional density given Reston’s already “severely degraded watersheds” and little apparent environmental concern on part those seeking higher density.


President Mike Corrigan reported that he had attended earlier in the day presentation by County Economic Development Authority chief at Lake Anne.  Contrary to info we’d received, the presentation was not really Reston oriented.


Member Comment:  Kenneth Andersen submitted written comment (attached) of use of Cedar Shake roofs in Reston which he said had been associated with several instances of fires in last year resulting in about $2 million in losses.  He claims that Reston Association is permitting use of cedar shake roof replacements not up to Virginia code requiring “fire rated Class C” replacements.  He cited Reston covenants prohibiting anything which would “increase the rate of insurance” or be in violation of law, regulation or administrative ruling.  Drafter’s Note:  RA has informed him it has “neither the responsibility nor the authority for enforcing Virginia code”.  

2. Minutes:  Mike presented draft minutes of June 26 RCA Board meeting. Adopted with abstention of two new board members who had not attended.

3. Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Colin Mills reported a current balance of about $1,060. after expenditures related to the Board election.

4. RCA Election Results:  Colin reported the official election results:


Mike Corrigan re-elected President: Jan Bradshaw re-elected to Hunter Woods Director; Marion Stillson re-elected At-Large; Bob Haley re-elected South Lakes Director; Debra Steppel and Sue Merk re-elected At-Large Director; Jim Hubbard elected to North Point Director; and John Lovaas elected Lake Anne Director.


Marion Stillson and Colin Mills were unanimously re-elected as RCA Vice President and Treasurer respectively.

5. Interaction with Reston Organizations:  Mike reported on RCA July 10 meeting with RA Board at their Board Administrative Committee meeting.  He said he sought their collaboration in financial analysis of becoming a town.  He felt they were interested in either working with RCA or with both RCA and RCC on the matter.  Mike said this was part of coordinating with various Reston organizations as recommended by Reston’s state legislators.  John Lovaas expressed doubt that these formal requests for other organizations’ approvals would be productive.  He thought that maybe something more would lead to community attention—such as making town an election issue, for example.

Mike said he felt we should continue with the Reston organizations and see where it goes.

Jim Hubbard reported that he had attended a couple of recent Reston Community Center Board of Governors meetings and had been surprised at the weaknesses he had observed.  For example, the RCC Board produced no budget document for their hearing on the budget!  They seemed to be spending a lot of effort to get a few business votes in their election—and he wondered how appropriate this was for a citizen-led community organization.  He also reported seeing evidence of both management and budgetary weaknesses in RCC operations.  John Lovaas advised caution about taking strong positions on such matters on the basis of a couple of meetings, that he might want to do some additional research first.  Mike said that this raised an important question about what RCA’s role should be in criticizing other community organizations and suggested we discuss it in strategic planning meeting.

6. Results of Community Issues Poll taken at Reston Festival:  Sue Merk reported that over 100 persons completed the issues poll form.  In terms of both frequency and ranking, transportation and governance were the top concerns of respondents.  The complete results of the poll will be inputs for discussion at strategic planning meeting.

Sue also reported that over 40 persons had signed up to do volunteer work with RCA.

In a brief discussion about how to best utilize this wonderful show of interest, it was agreed that the board should come up with a solid list of substantive tasks for volunteers and make contact with them promptly to retain their interest.  Another topic for Strategic Planning meeting.

7. RCA Role in New Planned Residential Community (PRC) Zoning Ordinance, Planning and Zoning:  Mike outlined his take on presentation by Fairfax County Planning Chief Jim Zook at the community meeting convened by Supervisor Hudgins on the future of residential development in Reston.  Zook, along with Hudgins, said that now that Reston had reached buildout, it was time to re-write the outdated PRC ordinance which was not adequate to deal with re-development phase.  Jim Hubbard pointed out that Mr. Zook was not very clear on what was required to do the re-write nor was it clear how the community would “be involved”.  Jim recommended that RCA write an open letter to Zook, copied to Hudgins, the Reston Planning and Zoning Committee and the local press, seeking more specific information on the process, urging broad community involvement and offering RCA’s assistance.  It was agreed that Jim would draft such a letter for review by board members.  Mike also suggested that he, John and Jim sit down with Joe Stowers regarding his initiative in this area.  Mike also said he would bring  P & Z’s Steve Cerny into the loop on the letter.  John said he understood that the overhaul of the ordinance was on a fast track, that we needed to act quickly and try to seize some initiative on this framework that will shape Reston for a generation.  Mike suggested that it was vital to get information about the zoning overhaul to the community, perhaps via a forum.

8. Proposed Strategic Planning Meeting:  Marion reported that a date/time still had not been set for the meeting, that she was awaiting responses from five board members before setting date.  Likely to be Friday, August 18 or Sunday the 20th.

9. ResTOWN Financial Analysis—Approach and Status:  Mike handed out a preliminary outline (attached) for the updated financial analysis he promised for August.  Mike noted that this was of great interest to RA, and would likely be also for other organizations.  John noted that he has heard from several residents that this is the central issue for them related to supporting Reston becoming a town—and there seems to be a lack of good information out there and a belief it will be much more costly.

Mike asked that board members review it, email comments to him ASAP.

10. RCA Action on Town Center Accessibility Issue:  Marion reported that new Town Center residents lacked the accessibility required by federal fair housing law, as do many units being built all over Fairfax County according to reports by people who spoke at a recent RCA forum on the issue.  Marion recommended that the board get more information on Fair Housing law and requirements before deciding what action we might take, up to and including possibility of a law suit.  She made the following motion;  That this Board invite Barry Weintraub, Esquire, to be a guest at the RCA Board meeting in August 2006 in order to explain requirements of the federal fair housing statute.   Jim seconded the motion and it was adopted unanimously.  Marion will follow up to invite lawyer Weintraub.  (Marion’s report should be attached)

11. RCA Representation to the Fairfax County Federation of Citizens Associations:  Mike reported attending meeting of the FCFCA and concluding they were discussing issues of relevance to Reston, and taking action on them, such as submitting legislative proposals to the BOS.  Accordingly, RCA had decided to re-join FCFCA (RCA had previously been a member, but dropped out).  As a community of 60,000 people we are entitled to 3 reps. Marion, Colin and Sue (alternate?) agreed to the new role.  Absent Board members will be asked as well.

12.  Meeting adjourned until 4 th Monday of August!
13.  The following Board members were absent:  At-Large-Debra Steppel; Lake Anne-John Fay; North Point-Gary Lee Thomas; South Lakes-Bob Haley.

Drafted by:  John Lovaas
