RCA Board of Directors Meeting

January 22, 2007

Present:  Mike Corrigan, President; Marion Stillson, VP; Jan Bradshaw; John Fay, Bob Haley, Sue Merk. Colin Mills, John Lovaas, Debra Steppel,
Gary Lee Thomas.   Absent:  Keith Kelly

1.  Mike C. opened the meeting congratulating Board Member John Lovaas and his wife Fran on being named 2007 Best of Reston Award winners.

Re: the upcoming RA election, Marion S. proposed that Board notify RCA supporters who among RA Board candidates is pro-town.  John L. suggested that Board members take an active role in contacting potential worthy candidates whose very worthiness would include supporting self government for Reston.  It was agreed to invite RA Board candidates to address the next RCA Board meeting.  No endorsements are planned.
2.  Minutes of December 18 RCA Board meeting.  Jan B. moved to approve the minutes as drafted, Debra S. seconded and motion carried.

3.  Treasurer’s Report.  Colin M. reported approximately $950 in RCA’s till.  Also reported he had set up separate account for license plate initiative.  Income—Colin reported only 3 Board members had donated to RCA general fund thus far.  Sue Merk’s note cards have netted $127 and Sue’s “Good Search” idea is just starting to record some income.

4.WiFi Committee.  Gary T. proposed spinning off the WiFi project altogether so that they can create own separate entity with their own funding stream and build relationships with better funded organizations.  Mike C. strongly supported proposal.  Bob H. questioned necessity as did John L., noting the absence of known requirement that a new non-profit cannot be related to another, for example, and that WiFi had potential to build RCA back up in community.  Gary T. said that WiFi  would build relationships with many community organizations, including those with resources such as RA and RCC, but would stay in touch with RCA and never forget it began here.  Motion to separate carried 9 to 1, John L. voting NO.
Gary T. also noted he will be taking a new job and that he will enter Army OCS in near future.  He resigned from the RCA Board.  Mike C. and the Board thanked him for his service.
5.Report on Planned Residential Community Ordinance.  Mike C. reported on what he called “productive meetings” with the ARCH Issues Committee. Dave Edwards of RA and Bob Simon (advocate for a Lake Anne redevelopment proposal) were also invited to speak to the group.  He said he had moved Dave Edwards pretty much to the RCA written position on the proposed fast-track PRC amendment and toward calling for a prompt Comprehensive Plan rewrite.  He also said he did not raise objections to Simon’s insistence on priority being given to his project for density at Lake Anne.  ARCH’s final position is not known.  Jan B. indicated ARCH is preparing a formal letter to the Supervisor which may just raise concerns.

John L. reported that he has been told of preliminary plans for the “revitalization of Lake Anne” being prepared by Supervisor Hudgins’ community liaison group working with county-funded consultants.  He characterized the plans as grossly out of proportion to the existing quaint European village center.
Mike C. reported he and Marion also attended a meeting at Reston Interfaith to discuss eliminating Fairfax County’s ban on affordable housing in high-rise buildings.  The way the PRC amendment is worded, thousands of units (3900 more in addition to the 4,000 in the planning already) can be built in Reston without provision for affordable housing.  The RCA proposes to adopt language from a county panel considering removing the ban, and insert it in RCA’s recommended changes to the PRC ordinance.
It was also noted that the Reston Association has announced its Board will meet on February 12 to consider reports of its P & Z Committee, the Environmental Action Committee and the Transportation Committee before taking a formal position on the PRC question.

Marion S. encouraged RCA Board members to attend the RA meeting, but more importantly to both attend and speak at either the Planning Commission hearing on February 22 at 8:15 PM or the Board of Supervisors’ hearing on March 26 at 4:30 PM.  It is vital that RCA’s presence be seen and felt on this central issue for Reston.

6.  John F. updated the Board on the License Plate initiative.  Seven plate designs have been received to date, and it was agreed that John F. will work with GRACE to judge entrants and pick a winner to be announced with fanfare, if indeed GRACE is willing to endorse one of the submissions.

7.  Mike C. stated that the next planning meeting of the other organizations working on the health care forum is not until March 1, therefore the forum may need to be delayed.
8.  New Town Meetings.  Jan B. reported she had reserved a room at the Reston Regional Library (on a site also targeted for new density) on April 4 

from 6 to 9 PM; and a room at the Reston Community Center at Lake Anne from 9:30 Am to 12:30 PM on Saturday, April 7.

9.  Marion S. suggested the formation of an “Advisory Committee” of Reston luminaries to support our self government initiative.  There was a discussion of their role—from active advisory to names on RCA letterhead only.  It was agreed that the idea is an excellent one and a motion was passed unanimously to further develop the concept and a list of potential notables.

10.  Bob H. recommended that RCA include a formal name change to Reston Citizens (vice Community) Association on the ballot for the annual vote of RCA membership at the Reston Festival.  Motion passed.  

11.  Next meeting will be February 26, same time, same station.
12. Debra S. moved to adjourn, John L. seconded and motion carried.

