RCA Board of Directors Meeting

Minutes -June 23, 2008

	Item
	Time
	Topic
	Disposition
	Presenters

	1
	8:00 PM
	Adopt Agenda; RMAG
	Discussion
	Marion Stillson

	2
	8:05 PM
	REACT presentation
	Action
	REACT Board members

	3
	8:10 PM
	The Real Cost of Food
	Watch Video
	RCA Board

	4
	8:25 PM
	Approval of April and May 2008 Minutes
	Action
	James McPherson and RCA Board

	5
	8.30 PM
	Treasurer’s Report
	Discussion
	Jan Bradshaw

	6 
	8:35 PM
	Election, Nominations Committees  
	Reports
	Marie Huhtala, Debra Steppel and Jane Wong

	7
	8.45 PM
	Sustainability  resolution
	Recommend or not
	RCA Board

	8
	9.00 PM
	Charter Issues, carried over from May 
	Discussion
	RCA Board

	9
	9.15 PM
	PRC and Master Plan
	Report
	RCA Board

	10
	9:20 PM
	Agenda, Location and Time of Next Meeting
	Discussion
	RCA Board

	11
	9:25 PM
	Thanks to Board; Adjourn 
	Action
	Marion Stillson and RCA Board


Board members present: John Fay, Sue Merk, Debra Steppel, Jan Bradshaw, Marie Huhtala, Colin Mills, Marion Stillson, Jane Wong, John Lovaas, James McPherson.
Board members absent: Mike Corrigan.

1. The Agenda for the RCA Board of Directors’ Meeting for June 3 was adopted with no changes.

President Marion Stillson thanked Colin Mills for his work on the RMRAG (Reston Metro Rail Access Group).  Mr. Mills’ report on the proceedings is available on the RCA website GO-RESTOWN.org.

2. REACT (Reston Environmental Action) Presented:  
a. Formed in 2001 REACT is a non-profit organization mobilizing residents in grassroots activities promoting the environmental and community health of Reston. www.restonenvironmentalaction.org.
b. Yard and Garden Care (Reston Association’s recent ban on exotic foreign plants.)

c. Green Workplace Fair: June 26, 1:30 -3:30 pm.  Reston Community Center at Lake Anne, JoAnn Rose Gallery.

3. The Real Cost of Food – Produced by the Sierra Club.  

a. For more information: www.TheTrueCostofFood.org/TheTrueCostofFood
4. Motion to approve Minutes of April and May Board meetings by John Lovaas, seconded by Colin Mills.  Approved unanimously.

5. Treasurer’s Report: 

a. Operational Budget: $911.00 after $50.00 donation via PayPal from Marion Stillson.  

b. Discussion of the mechanics of PayPal.
c. License Plates: No Change, $585.00

6. Nominations Committee:  

a. Marie Huhtala: Candidates for Hunters Woods (1), Lake Anne (2), At Large (1).  Candidates needed for South lakes, North point, At-Large.
b. Debra Steppel: Filing Deadline for candidates is June 27.  Make sure you follow through with filing forms.  Need staffing for RCA booth. (RCA Elections take place at the Reston Festival).

c. Jane Wong: Straw Poll –voting available for 16-18 year olds, but will be differentiated from legal voter straw poll.

d. Other Opportunities for Voting: Download ballots and straw poll from RCA website and mail in, must be received by July 14.

7. Sustainability Resolution:  
a. John Lovaas liked document but was concerned that this was an issue that sould be handled by Reston as a community and that RCA should not be asking Fairfax County to ride to the rescue on this.

b. Marie Huhtala: We are asking for staff, not leadership from County.  RCA will take lead as it should as Reston is the premier planned community in the US.  Notes on page 3:
WHEREAS, the Reston community has a national reputation for planning and actions aimed at maintaining the community’s social values, equity, and quality of life, as first set forth by its founder, Robert Simon in 1964 when the Reston planned community was formed, and can take a leadership role in what may become one of the greatest political, economic and social issues of the next half century…

c. Issue of language, need for more refinement.  For example, does the public at large know the meaning and ramifications of the term “Peak Oil”?

d. Motion to recommend Draft by Colin Mills, seconded by Marie Huhtala.

i. Yes: John Fay, Sue Merk, Jan Bradshaw, Colin Mills, Marion Stillson, Jane Wong, John Lovaas, Marie Huhtala.

ii. No: none.

iii. Abstain: Debra Steppel, James McPherson.
8. Proposal to:  Substitute Planned Residential Community (PRC) Goals for original Town Charter language.
a. Substitute language is more professional, operational, and comprehensive.

b. Do not want two sets of goals, with exploitable differences in the future.
i. Marie Huhtala’s amended language: “in close consultation with the residents of Reston.” to be added to §1.3.7.  
ii. Unanimous approval of amendment.

c. Colin Mills notes double period that needs to be removed.

d. Marion Stillson calls for vote on language substitution. Unanimous approval.
9. Planned Residential Community and Reston Master Plan.
a. Marion Stillson called legislative aide for Supv. Hudgins wondering when RCA will be called to meet regarding the PRC changes.

b. Revealed that Hunter’s Mill staff is not handling this, but County HQ is.

c. Does County staff want PRC to disappear to make their bureaucratic lives easier?

d. Jane Wong and Marie Huhtala want to know if there is a deadline this summer and if the County is seeking to eliminate the PRC.

e. John Lovaas will take point on this with Marion in dealing with Hudgins Leg. Aide.

Announcements:
Debra Steppel: Coloring Book of Reston already exists (@ Reston Museum).  What opportunities exist to update and expand this effort, including goals etc?


John Lovaas: Resurrection of the Reston Citizen of the Year.


Marion Stillson: to be discussed during July Meeting.



Sue Merk becomes a committee (website & newsletter).

10. Next Meeting; July 28 with newly elected board.  Start of new transportation presentations.

11. Thanks to the Board:  those leaving (John Fay, Sue Merk, Debra Steppel, Jan Bradshaw, James McPherson) and those staying (Colin Mills, John Lovaas, Jane Wong, Marion Stillson, Marie Huhtala, Mike Corrigan.)

12. Motion to Adjourn by Colin Mills, seconded by John Lovaas.  Unanimous Approval.

D R A F T

RESTON CITIZENS ASSOCIATION
RESOLUTION 08-1, SUSTAINABILITY
Calling for the establishment of Task Force with support from Fairfax County government to address the Reston community’s urgent need to begin immediate planning and implementation of measures to cope with the twin crises of global climate change and the post-peak oil economy, in order to sustain Reston into the future.

Global Climate Change
WHEREAS, the board of the American Association for the Advancement of Science has issued a consensus statement declaring global climate change “a growing threat to society” and attributes the Earth’s recent warming to human activity and further stating that the atmospheric concentration of carbon dioxide “is higher than it has been for at least 650,000 years and that the average temperature of the Earth is heading for levels not experienced for millions of years”; and
WHEREAS, the average global temperatures, according to the international climate scientists who comprise the UN’s International Panel on /Climate Change (IPCC), will rise by 3-10 degrees Fahrenheit by the end of this century; and
WHEREAS, the IPCC has concluded that, to a probability of 90%, human activity is warming the Earth; and

WHEREAS, the IPCC calculates a range of possible future temperature increases that vary by how quickly emissions are or are not reduced and concludes that at the very least temperatures will rise 2 degrees Fahrenheit, assuming a rapid shift away from fossil fuels, but more likely is an increase of 3.2-7.2 degrees; and
WHEREAS, even if humanity stopped all greenhouse gas emissions today, the IPPC notes, global temperatures would still rise 1.1 degrees Fahrenheit by the year 2100 because carbon dioxide remains in the atmosphere for decades and oceans store heat for centuries; and

WHEREAS, to hold the temperature rise to less than 2 degrees Fahrenheit from today’s levels and to avoid the most catastrophic scenarios, most climate scientists agree that humanity must cap and eventually reduce our green house emissions by at least 80% by 2050; and
WHEREAS, scientists from 11 countries have urged broad conservation measures to hold the expected increase in global temperatures to no more than an average of 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit – less than half the expected increase if greenhouse gas emissions continue unabated; and

WHEREAS, the 27 members countries of the European Union has pledged to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions by at least 20% from their 1990 levels by 2020; and

WHEREAS, the United States, with less than 5% of the world’s population, is responsible for producing approximately 25% of the world’s greenhouse gases; and

WHEREAS, the Kyoto Protocol emissions target for the U.S. would have been 7% below 1990 levels by 2012 had the U.S. government ratified the agreement as 141 other countries did; and
WHEREAS, the U. S. government has not appeared to understand the gravity of this impending crisis and has focused only on voluntary measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, various states, cities and counties throughout the nation have passed emission goals and enacted programs to significantly reduce carbon dioxide emissions – the most stringent being California with a 25% reduction below current greenhouse emission levels by 2020; and

WHEREAS, the IPCC scientists concluded in 2007 that global greenhouse gas emissions must begin to drop by 2015 in order to avert drastic limited change; and
WHEREAS, according to a Washington Post editorial (September 28, 2006), global warming represents a policy crisis responsible politicians can no longer ignore – one potentially as urgent  as the threat of global terrorism, only in slow motion; and
WHEREAS, the presumptive presidential candidates for both major U.S. political parties have proposed cutting greenhouse gas emissions by between 60%-80% by 2050; and

Post-Peak Oil Economy

WHEREAS, global reserves of oil and natural gas are finite and sufficient substitutes are unlikely to be available in the immediate future; and

WHEREAS, U.S. oil and natural gas production have peaked and are now in decline, ensuring our nation’s continued and growing dependence on oil and natural gas imported from politically unstable regions; and

WHEREAS, a growing body of energy industry experts believe that the world has already arrived at, or will soon arrive at, the peak of global oil production, which will be followed by an inevitable decline in available supply thereafter; and

WHEREAS, global demand for oil and natural gas continue to increase; and

WHEREAS, following the global peaks of oil and natural gas production, the interaction of decreasing supply and increased demand will cause the price of oil and natural gas to become more volatile; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Energy Technology Laboratory has stated that, “The problems associated with world oil production peaking will not be temporary, and past ‘energy crisis’ experience will provide relatively little guidance.  The challenge of oil peaking deserves immediate, serious attention, if risks are to be fully understood and mitigation begun on a timely basis”, and

WHEREAS, the citizens of the Reston community and its businesses depend on oil and natural gas for their economic welfare and their most critical activities, including transportation, medical care, heating/cooling and food supply; and

WHEREAS, a large majority of money spent on fossil fuels leaves the Reston community,  Fairfax County, and the Commonwealth of Virginia and provides little local economic benefit, while many of the solutions to lessoning dependence on fossil fuels result in local jobs and substantial benefits; and

WHEREAS, most Reston residents and businesses are not currently aware of the full implications of an impending decline and will greatly benefit from an objective source of information on this topic; and

WHEREAS, there is an urgent need for the citizens of Reston to adopt a Local Action Plan on Global Warming and the Post-Peak Oil Economy, the success of which will depend upon reducing carbon dioxide emissions from burning fossil fuels; and

WHEREAS, the Reston community has a national reputation for planning and actions aimed at maintaining the community’s social values, equity, and quality of life, as first set forth by its founder, Robert Simon in 1964 when the Reston planned community was formed, and can take a leadership role in what may become one of the greatest political, economic and social issues of the next half century; and

WHEREAS, the Reston Citizens Association is concerned about the uncertainty of future oil supplies and wishes to begin addressing the local implication of peak oil immediately; and

WHEREAS, reducing use of oil and natural gas in the Reston community also reduces emissions of carbon dioxide, the primary cause of global warming; and 
WHEREAS, given present trends, experts forecast that the climate in the Potomac River Basin where the Reston community is located will be markedly altered by 2050; and
WHEREAS,  Fairfax County, Virginia, within which the Reston community lies, has established a goal of 80% greenhouse gas emission reductions by 2050 and it is clear that it has neither the political commitment nor financial resources either itself or from other sources in the foreseeable future to accomplish this ambitious goal; and
WHEREAS Fairfax County has enumerated a number of public programs that can contribute to this 80% emission reduction goal, it has neither produced, or is likely to produce within the foreseeable future, an existing baseline of greenhouse gas emissions for the Reston community nor an array of funded public programs which, if fully implemented, would enable the Reston community to achieve this goal; and
WHEREAS, our car-dependent transportation and economic infrastructure will become increasingly unsustainable with rising fuel prices and growing oil and natural gas shortages adversely affecting food production and availability and other complex production and distribution systems based on far-flung resource supply chains, long-range transport, and “just in time” inventories maintained on long-haul trucks will be especially vulnerable; and  

WHEREAS, these developments will force the activity of our daily lives to become increasingly local and smaller in scale, as will all human enterprises which will be forced to downscale and contract with the decreased availability of fossil fuel supply; and

WHEREAS, the complexity of human enterprise will decline in all fields as energy supplies dwindle with the most technologically complex systems the ones most subject to dysfunction and collapse, including large, remote governmental bureaucracies; and
WHEREAS, addressing the twin crises of global climate change and the post-peak oil economy in an environmentally sustainable way will involve building stronger citizen interactions and collaboration in smaller sized, concentrated geographical areas similar to that of the Reston community;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Reston Citizens Association calls on Fairfax County to establish a Reston Sustainability Task Force to assess the near- and long-term effects on the Reston community of global climate change and the Reston community’s exposure to diminishing supplies of oil and natural gas and to make community specific recommendations for the citizens of Reston as how they can mitigate the community’s vulnerability to these twin crises.  The Task Force will be led by the Reston Citizens Association board of directors and which will coordinate with the Fairfax County government staff specifically assigned to work with the Task Force and other applicable public and private organizations.  It will include up to 11 members representing a broad range of Reston citizens, businesses, and community interests.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Task Force’s charge is:

1. To acquire and study current and credible data and information on the issues of global climate change effects, peak oil and natural gas production, and the related economic and other societal consequences;

2. To seek citizen, business, and community input on the likely impacts and proposed solutions;

3. To develop recommendations to the Reston community within one year of the Task Force’s formation on strategies it can take to mitigate or adapt to the impacts of global climate change and declining energy supplies in areas including, but not limited to: transportation, business and home energy use, water, food security, health care, communications, land use planning, and wastewater treatment.  These recommendations will be integrated into a Reston community-wide long-term strategic plan; and

4. To propose methods of educating the Reston community about these issues in order to create positive behavioral change among residents and businesses that will help them plan for global climate change, reduce dependence on fossil fuels and prepare to live in a more environmentally sustainable future.
……….Recommended

………Not Recommended 

For adoption by the Incoming Board, by the Outgoing Board of Directors, Reston Citizens Association, June, 2008.

RCA, Proposed Town Charter: Proposed Substitute and New Language, for consideration by RCA Board of Directors on June 23, 2008

Currently Chapter I says:

“§1.3. Goals:  The town of Reston adopts from the original Reston founding goals the following objectives to guide future actions:

§1.3.1.  Focus on the importance and dignity of each individual in all planning, even for large-scale concepts.

$1.3.2.  Providing the fullest range of styles and prices of housing, so residents can remain in the same neighborhood throughout life, even as their housing needs change. This results in lively and varied communities. 

§1.3.3.  Enable people to live and work in the same community.

§1.3.4.  Achieve a high standard of structural and natural beauty, as beauty is necessary to the good life.

§1.3.5.  Provide a wide choice of leisure activities, including cultural and recreational facilities as well as an environment for privacy.” 

Substitute and new (red) language for the above Goals has been suggested, drawn directly from the Planned Residential Community Ordinance, as follows:

“§1.3. Goals:  The town of Reston adopts from the original Reston founding goals the following objectives to encourage excellence in physical, social and economic planning. The following specific objectives must be made possible throughout planning, design, development and redevelopment:

§1.3.1.  A focus on the importance and dignity of each individual in all planning, even for large-scale concepts.

§1.3.2.  A variety of housing types and styles, employment opportunities and commercial services to achieve a balanced community for families of all ages, sizes and levels of income that enable people to live and work in the same community throughout their lives.

§1.3.3.  An orderly and creative arrangement of all land uses with respect to each other and to the entire community.

§1.3.4.  A planned and integrated comprehensive transportation system providing for a separation of pedestrian and vehicular traffic, to include facilities such as mass transportation, roadways, bicycle or equestrian paths and pedestrian walkways.
§1.3.5.  The provision of cultural, educational, medical, and recreational facilities for all segments of the community, as well as an environment conducive to privacy.

§1.3.6.  The location of structures to take maximum advantage of the natural and manmade environment and the provision of adequate and well-designed open spaces for the use of all residents.

§1.3.7.  The staging of development and redevelopment in close consultation with the residents of Reston in a manner which can be accommodated by the timely provision of public utilities, facilities and services.” 
