Draft Minutes

COROL Meeting of November 17, 2005
Host: Reston Citizens Association at the Reston Association Isaac Newton Square facility
Present: 
Mary Saunders, Greater Reston Arts Center (GRACE), www.restonarts.org 
Tracey White, Greater Reston Chamber of Commerce (GRCC), www.restonchamber.org 
Kathleen McKee, Hunter Mill District Supervisor’s Office, www.co.fairfax.va.us/huntermill/ 
Milton Matthews, Reston Association (RA), www.reston.org 
Mike Corrigan, Reston Citizens Association (RCA), www.restoncitizensassociation.org 
Mary Buff, Reston Community Center (RCC), www.restoncommunitycenter.com   
Vicky Wingert, Reston Historic Trust (RHT), www.restonmuseum.org 
Bill Nicoson, Reston Historic Trust (RHT), www.restonmuseum.org
Minutes:
Mike Corrigan, RCA, called the meeting to order at 8:10 am and welcomed everyone to the RA facilities.  He reviewed the agenda and the attendees introduced themselves.
Mary Saunders, GRACE, commented that the previous COROL meeting had been helpful in making connections. She said the current GRACE exhibition, Three Perspectives on the Natural World, would continue through November 26th. A new exhibition, Art for Giving, will begin on December 1 and continue through December 23, with the opening reception on Thursday, December 1 from 6 to 8 PM.
Tracy White, GRCC, announced that the annual Pre-General Assembly Session of the Chamber would be held on December 9 and that the Chamber’s Public Policy Position Statement would be posted on their web site. The new position statement will include a substantially revised and expanded position on affordable housing. Tracy also said that the renovation of the GRCC Business Center was complete, with two new plasma screens and other improvements. Mike Clark and Laura McNulty will be the chairs of the Best of Reston committee. The Best of Reston winners will be announced at the Chamber luncheon on January 12, 2006.
Kathleen McKee, Hunter Mill District Supervisor’s Office, said that the Coat Closet was in operation, a joint effort of the Supervisor’s Office and Reston Interfaith. Coats will be accepted through February, with the last coats distributed in March. Supervisor Hudgins and the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors are finalizing the county legislative package for the General Assembly.
Milton Mathews, RA, said that the RA Board was expected to approve the RA Biennial Budget at their November board meeting. The new schedule for the referendum on the revised RA governing documents is that voting would begin on February 13. RA plans community meetings in each of RA’s four districts in the coming year.
Mike Corrigan, RCA, reported that there had been a community meeting hosted by Supervisor Hudgins, with Delegate Plum and State Senator Howell in attendance that provided the county’s review of the June Proposal of the Reston Citizens Association on Reston becoming a town. Kathleen McKee pointed out the detailed request for information to the Supervisor’s office was provided in a July follow-up letter to Supervisor Hudgins. Mike said that at the community meeting, at the same time that RCA received the county’s review of its earlier proposal, RCA provided a revised proposal to the three elected officials. RCA believes that the revised proposal should address the county’s concerns, since it is based on the 1980 legislative proposal which was approved by the county and passed by the state legislature.

Mike said that RCA has developed a proposal for a Reston Forum series on community issues, and that he would describe the series later in the meeting.
Mary Buff, RCC, announced that the new RCC Executive Director is Bonnie Freeman. Bonnie was unable to attend because she was at a Fairfax County orientation session. Bonnie has extensive experience with non-profit organizations. The new RCC officers are: Joe Lombardo, President; Ken Deasy, Vice President; George Lawton, Treasurer; and Mary Ruff, Secretary.

Vicky Wingert, RHT, said that there would be a rededication of the Lake Anne Plaza at noon on December 3, marking the 40th anniversary of the original dedication. There will be trumpeters and bell ringers as there were at the original dedication. Some of the original Reston residents will contribute oral histories.
Tracy White provided an update on activities at the Reston Town Center. There will be a parade the day after Thanksgiving. The new park at Town Center has been dedicated, and will be the site of future concerts and other activities. 

Mike Corrigan provided a briefing on the planned Reston Forum series. The planned topics are: 

· Informal Sharing of Community Information 

· Improvements in Accessibility and Visitability

· Future land use challenges (Metro and planned changes)

· Performance-based Local Government

· Good Schools for a Diverse Population

· Reston and the National Health Information Infrastructure

· Emergency Preparedness and the Disabled
Mike said that RCA would invite co-sponsor organizations, many from the COROL group, to participate.
Kathleen McKee raised the topic of the Alliance of Reston Clusters and Homeowners joining COROL. There was general consensus among the COROL members present that this was an idea whose time had come. Kathleen said she would check the COROL by-laws to determine how to proceed.
COROL meetings for 2006 and sponsors for the meetings were discussed, and the following schedule was established.
	Date
	Sponsoring Organization

	Wednesday, January 18, 2006
	Hunter Mill District Supervisor’s Office

	Thursday, March 16, 2006
	Reston Association

	Thursday, May 18, 2006
	Greater Reston Chamber of Commerce

	Thursday, June 29, 2006
	Reston Historic Trust

	Thursday, September 21, 2006
	Reston Community Center

	Thursday, November 16, 2006
	Reston Citizens Association at the Greater Reston Arts Center


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.

