Positions on Reston Governance

from Candidates for Reston Association BOD Election – 2007

James S. Burton

Candidate for Reston Association Board

Hunters Woods/Dogwood District


With regard to a referendum on the town status of Reston, I do support a referendum because Reston residents deserve a voice in and the right to vote on the type of governance they receive.


And yes, I am open to consideration of some or all of RA functions moving to a town.  However, before we can proceed with Reston becoming a town, I as a board member would need to first learn what Reston residents want most from RA Before we can say which RA functions would transfer to a town governance.  We need communication between RA, RCC, RCA and other community groups to discuss the best way a town would encompass and provide all the various services to Reston residents if Reston were to become a town. 

Lastly, we need to ensure that all Reston residents are sufficiently informed regarding the costs and benefits of unincorporation versus incorporation.   
Joe Leighton

Candidate for Reston Association Board

At-Large Director

1. I support a Referendum on town status for Reston.

We would be better able to control our zoning. Our residents could be better served by snow plowing and road paving by the town instead of the state. Sidewalks could be put in on both sides of the street. Street lights could be installed on all of our major streets. We could also have better transportation. Taxes should not increase when we become a town for example My county tax is $4,386.00.When we become a town the town tax could be $1,000.00 and the county tax $3,386.00 and perhaps we could get a reduction in our state taxes for having the town perform some services the state currently performs.

2. I am open for some of RA functions moving to a town.

I think the Transportation committee and the P&Z committee functions should move to a town. I think the outdoor tennis and outdoor pools should stay with the Reston Association having neighbor pools and tennis courts are what make Reston a great place to live. Larry Butler does a great job for RA.  Also Laura Kowalski does a great job being in charge of pools and Mary Conway does a great job being in charge of tennis.
Frank Lynch

Candidate for Reston Association Board

Northpoint District
I am a novice in fully understanding the workings of the Reston Association. I have a significant learning curve and I am looking forward to jumping right into things. In respect to a very popular topic, I am certain that I there are many different nuances surrounding the ResTown issue. I look forward to hearing from supporters on both side of the fence. I am, however, in favor, from a very high level, the concept of self governance for the Town of Reston. One of the goals that I would like to champion is increasing our voice in both regional and statewide issues. I believe that Reston as a town would carry greater weight toward that goal, than if we remained as we are now. Again, I am sure that there is much more to this issue than these simple concepts and I am looking forward to learn as much as I can in the near future.

1. Do you support a referendum on town status for Reston?
I believe that offering the opportunity for a referendum provides the best opportunity for the residents of Reston to speak their mind. I believe that while there are many important factors that should be incorporated into the decision, we should continue to keep an open mind on the town issue.

2. Are you open to consideration of some or all RA functions moving to a town?
Again, in the spirit of keeping an open mind, I certainly would be open to all options around this decision. I believe that this is a much more complicated issue that would affect not only RA, but also the RCC and RCA as well. It is critical to include all of these organizations in any discussions to determine the best course of action around this theoretical issue.

Robin Smyers

Candidate for Reston Association Board

Lake Anne/Tall Oaks District

Do I support a referendum on town status for Reston?
Yes, if the members of our community want a referendum on town status, I will support the effort.  

What are the reasons for my position? 
I believe it is important to hear from all members of our community on all issues that are important to the future of Reston.  The two-way dialogue we started during the Governing Documents referendum, shows our willingness to listen to the ideas and thoughts of RA members on a variety of issues, including town status.
Am I open to consideration of some or all RA functions moving to a town? 
Yes, I am open to some or all of the functions be provided by a town.

What are the reasons for my position?
If it is the desire of our members, I would support moving some/all of the functions to move to town supported.  It should be our top priority to communicate with all community groups, including RCA, RCC and other member groups to discuss the way a town would provide all of the various services to Reston residents if our community were to become a town.
Jane Wong
Candidate for Reston Association Board

At-Large Director

Do I support a referendum for town status?  Yes, decidedly Yes.  Currently our voice is not equally represented on major issues effecting us.  This is unfair.  A premier planned community like Reston, with world-class recognition, deserves better.  So Yes, I am for a referendum for town status.

 

And do I support moving the functions of Reston Association to the new town?  Yes.  One of the main reasons for having town status is to co-ordinate leadership under one body, making it possible for Reston to speak with one voice. 
