BOS Hearing, March 26, 2007

Honorable Supervisors: My name is Marion Stillson. I live at 11286 Spyglass Cove Lane, Reston. I am Vice-President of the Reston Citizens Association (RCA), which for 40 years has protected the political interests of everyone in Reston. 


RCA and the other two organizations which represent the Reston community have all come to the same conclusion. The other two organizations are RA, the Reston Association, which represents homeowners; and ARCH, which represents primarily clusters. We three organizations all oppose one element of the proposal before you:  the plan to modify the density factors hastily. RCA agrees that there is urgency in other elements of the proposal---but not the density factors.  
Reston is a world-famous planned community, but our current traffic jams mock the concept of good town planning. During the workweek, Reston Parkway and its feeder roads around Town Center are clogged all the time. During commute hours, the Toll Road along Reston’s three exits comes to a halt almost every day, even without accidents.
Changes in driving habits over the last forty years are largely responsible. People have nearly twice as many cars per person and drive more miles per person than they used to. RCA estimates that in Reston we now have the impact on our roads that a population of 99 thousand residents would have, rather than the 64 thousand we actually have. No wonder we have gridlock! To increase density before we have adjusted our traffic infrastructure to what has already happened would spiral our traffic problems out of control.
Planning which incorporates the new traffic realities cannot be done piecemeal. So RCA calls for a comprehensive review of the PRC ordinance which governs us. It is outdated, after forty years anyway. It doesn’t even integrate Metro into our community.
This is not what you heard from the County Planning Commission. Mr. de la Fe, the Hunter Mill Commissioner, dismissed the testimony of all three Reston community organizations in saying that “the overall cap is determined by resident persons, not cars, not vehicle miles traveled.”  That simply begs the question. Using old yardsticks has got Reston out of whack. We must develop new planning yardsticks and only then should Reston consider additional density increase. 

