Letter from Reston Association Environmental Advisory Committee to RA Board - June 2006

To the Board of the Reston Association, 

We the Environmental Advisory Committee are respectfully sending you some of our concerns regarding Reston reaching its Comprehensive Plan zoning limit for population density. 

Reston is an innovative community, dedicated to protecting a high quality of life through design, facilities, maintenance, and environmental stewardship. In order to meet this goal, the Reston Association establishes and enforces regulatory guidelines to protect the quality of life in Reston.  The borders of Reston are entirely within Fairfax County, which shares similar goals. Important aspects of the high quality of life in Reston are our open space and environmental resources. We 

recognize that the streams within Reston, and the watersheds Reston lies within, are currently both severely degraded and restorable. 

Many factors have contributed to the degradation of our streams and natural environment, however only a few of them are within our control. One of the most important negative impacts on the health of our streams is the effects of land use on runoff. Specifically, the increase in impervious surfaces associated with development is well known to negatively impact watershed health. An increase in non-porous ground cover to more than 10% of a watershed is associated with decreased water quality, increased stormwater runoff, and degradation of stream valleys.  Most watersheds within Reston are already above this threshold. These impacts negatively influence the quality of life within Reston and also degrade downstream water bodies, including the Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay. 

The quality and health of our stream valleys can be maintained and improved. The most effective way to achieve this goal is to guide responsible development within Reston. This will require preventing increases in impervious surfaces in Reston watersheds, controlling stormwater runoff from impervious surfaces, and restoring our streams. We therefore strongly recommend that we do not seek a rezoning amendment of the Comprehensive Plan that allows for an increase in density. 

If the Reston Association (including the Planning and Zoning Committee) approves any projects to increase its population density above the current Comprehensive Plan zoning limit, we request that the Reston Association also act to minimize the negative impacts of further development on the environmental quality of Reston. Specifically, we suggest that Reston Association mandate that any new development and redevelopment that would result in an increase in the cover of 

impervious surfaces: 1) minimize the amount of impervious surface, 2) incorporate established Best Management Practices and Low Impact Development techniques (such as rain gardens, green roofs, porous pavers, or infiltration trenches) to minimize the stormwater runoff from impervious surfaces; and 3) fund implementation of the Reston Watershed Master Plan to mitigate the impacts of the development. 

The Environmental Advisory Committee believes that the quality of life in Reston can be maintained and improved through responsible and intelligent development. We ask that the Board of the Reston Association acts to keep Reston sustainable as Reston matures. 


Excerpt from Minutes of Reston Association Meeting - June 22
Environmental Advisory Committee Report on June 20 Hunter Mill District Meeting on Future Planning for Reston

Freya de Cola, member of the Environmental Advisory Committee, presented and the Board received information on the June 20 Hunter Mill District Meeting on Future Planning for Reston.  

Specifically, Ms. De Cola reported that Fairfax County is:

· Attempting to define a process for future development in Planned Residential Community (PRC) of Reston;

· Looking at zoning categories to make them more specific and inline with other areas within the County;

· Considering the establishment of a “legislative” process for development and redevelopment;

· Developing a system to evaluate population factors based on housing type to determine appropriate caps on number of people per acre;

· Considering “community stabilization” by conducting a census to know exactly how many people are living in homes.

· Planning to look at the issue of density in Reston in two phases, the first of which the County hopes to complete by November 2006.

Director Bushee, seconded by Director Driscoll McKee, moved to direct staff to draft a letter, for signature by the Board President, to Fairfax County Hunter Mill District Supervisor Cathy Hudgins, requesting that a representative or representatives of the Association be included to participate on any formal committee or task force the County establishes to review and develop recommendations relating to the “Future of Residential Development in Reston”.

 

The motion passed unanimously.

Director Driscoll McKee, seconded by Director Bushee, moved to defer action on the propose letter from the Environmental Advisory Committee until the Association has a better understanding of the review process.

The motion passed unanimously.
