Comments from the Public to Legislators who Represent Fairfax County - 1/7/06

Comment by Marion Stillson, representing Reston Citizens Association

Topic: Referendum to Incorporate Reston as a Town

Thank you for this opportunity to address you. My name is Marion Stillson. I live at 11286 Spyglass Cove Lane in Reston, and I am speaking as Vice-President of the Reston Citizens Association (RCA). RCA seeks a referendum in 2007 on town status for Reston.

RCA looks forward to working across party lines with you, our legislators, and with Fairfax County, to achieve a referendum bill a year from now. RCA plans to implement guidelines set out by Delegate Plum and Senator Howell. 

Delegate Plum was deeply involved in the first campaign to incorporate Reston, back in 1980. At that time, the legislature recognized that a prime advantage of the urban county form of government is efficient service delivery, but a prime danger is the loss of the sense of community. A Joint Subcommittee Report* embraced the opportunity to experiment with Reston, which would retain County services but have a Mayor and Town Council. The need for experimentation that the General Assembly saw in 1980 has only grown. It has grown along with Reston, which now has 61,000 residents, and hi-tech companies of national and international renown.

The General Assembly permitted a referendum in 1980. I myself voted for incorporation then, as did about 1/3 of the voters. The referendum failed, but as far as can be judged, another 1/3 of the voters favored town status but thought the charter too weak. Only the final 1/3 actually opposed the town concept.** RCA believes that opinions are similar today. An improvement now is that our proposal is more detailed and cogent. RCA believes that a referendum in 2007 would pass.

Reston had a strong sense of identity. But it has eroded. No one is in charge. Change is hard to do. Even wireless Internet has not yet been implemented.  If we were a town, Reston could once again be a vibrant, innovative enterprise for the County and the Commonwealth to be proud of. 

Self-governance at the most local level is a basic tenet of Jeffersonian democracy. RCA wants to work with you in the coming year to let Reston voters decide for themselves whether to become a self-determining town.  Thank you.

*Report of the Joint Subcommittee Studying Community Government in Urbanizing Counties. House Document No. 32, 1979.

** Poll commissioned by the Reston Association.

