Town Meeting with Sen. Janet Howell and Del. Ken Plum, Thursday Jan. 4, 2007
Presentation on behalf of Reston Citizens Association
Good evening. My name is Colin Mills. I live on 12012 Greywing Square in Reston.

Thank you to Senator Howell and Delegate Plum for this opportunity for residents to raise legislative issues, on the eve of the General Assembly session in Richmond.

My issue is town status for Reston. I strongly believe that we need another referendum on whether Reston should be incorporated as a town. I have felt this way for years, particularly because residents need a simple, single, year-round entity where they can go for government help. 

In the last few months, my belief has been reinforced, as I have learned more about how little control Reston has over its own Planning and Zoning. If we were a town as Reston Citizens Association proposes, we would have more control. At present, we are just an appendage to Fairfax County. It has recently come to light that any RE-development in Reston in dangerously uncontrolled, but the County wants a quick fix (basically, altering the density factors). The County sees no urgent need to review our Planned Residential Community (PRC) ordinance which was written forty years ago. It is outdated in many respects, but most urgently in that it does not mention RE-development at all. A comprehensive update of the PRC must be done before we fiddle with parts of it, such as density factors. The whole concept of a planned community is that the physical facilities follow a pre-determined plan, not be haphazard.

Reston is disappearing into the relative haphazardness of Fairfax County. There is only one way to stop this, and that is to separate our internal governance from that of the County. We need to become a town with Planning and Zoning functions. 

For anyone here who is interested in how we can become a town without increasing residential taxes and by simplifying (not enlarging!) our local government, please see the website of Reston Citizens Association.

As a footnote, I would like to mention that Reston Citizens Association is among other activities, also sponsoring a campaign to obtain WiFi coverage for Reston. For more information, please contact, Gary Lee Thomas at garyleethomas@yahoo.com, or go to the www.RestonWiFi.org or www.restoncitizensassociation.org/WiFiCommittee.html 
Thank you for your time and attention. 

